
  

About the Hydra One  ĕ 
 

The original Semroc Hydra VII ĕ was designed in 1969 as 

the seventh Semroc -Kit. Designed to be a high perform-

ance large cluster payload rocket, the Hydra VII ĕ was 

the most complex kit Semroc introduced. Named after a 

multi -headed monster in Greek mythology, the Hydra 

was a monster of a rocket with seven C engines! Con-

struction was much more challenging than most other 

model rockets of the time. Igniting all seven engines was 

a major accomplishment, but rewarding flights were still 

possible.  
 

After 40 years of wondering what a downscale would 

look like, the Hydra One ĕ was created as a 70% scale of 

the original. Using a single engine, flights up to about 

600 feet are possible. The payload section is dropped 

and the three chutes are reduced to a single chute on 

the Hydra One ĕ. It is still a challenging build, but laser 

cut tubes and fins make the job a little easier. At a cost 

of about half the Hydra VII, this model will add many 
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About   
Semroc Astronautics  

 

Semroc Astronautics Corporation was started by Carl 

McLawhorn in his college dorm at North Carolina State 

University in November, 1967. Convincing a small group 

of investors in his home town of Ayden, North Carolina 

to invest in a small corporation, the company was re -

incorporated as Semroc Astronautics Corporation on 

December 31, 1969.  

 

Semroc produced a full line of model rocket kits and 

engines. At its peak, Semroc had twenty -five full time 

employees working at two facilities. One was for re-

search and development, printing, shipping, and admini-

stration. The other was outside town and handled all 

production and model rocket engine manufacturing. For 

several years, Semroc was successful selling model 

rocket kits, supplies, and engines by mail -order and in 

hobby shops. In early 1971, Semroc became insolvent 

and had to close its doors.  

 

After 31 years of dreams and preparations, Semroc As-

tronautics Corporation was reincorporated on April 2, 

2002 with a strong commitment to helping put the fun 

back into model rocketry.  
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Hydra One ĕ 

Kit  No.  KA-18             

Specifications  
Body Diameter 1.17ò (3.0 cm) 
Length  22.2ò  (56.4 cm) 
Fin Span  4.9ò  (12.5 cm) 
Net Weight 1.9 oz. (53.9 g) 

Engine    Approx. Altitude  
A8-3      100ô 
B6-4      300ô 
C6-5      650ô 

 

PARACHUTE RECOVERY  

òBaby Hydra VIIó 

 
EASY TO BUILD  
 
GREAT DEMO  
ROCKET 

 
BALSA FINS &  
NOSE CONES

TM  



EXPLODED VIEW  
Parts List  

 
A 1 Balsa Nose Cone  ... BC-1122 

B 3 Balsa Nose Cones  . BC-510S 

C 1 Body Tube ............. ST-11125 

D 6 Body Tubes  ........... ST-560S 

E 1 Body Tube ............. BT-80R 

F 1 Body Tube ............. ST-560 

G 1 Body Tube ............. ST-730E 

H 1 Screw Eye  ............. SE-10 

I 1 Centering Ring  ...... CR-57 

J 1 Engine Hook  ......... EH-28 

K 1 Elastic Cord  ........... EC-124 

L 2 Centering Rings  .... CR-5-11 

M 1 Launch Lug  ........... LL-2A 

N 1 Kevlar® Thread  ..... SCK-12 

O 3 Wood Dowels  ....... WD-202 

P 1 Chute Pak .............. CP-12BW 

Q 1 Laser Cut Fins  ....... FA-18 

R 1 Decal ..................... DKV-69 

S 1 Shroud Sheet  ........ IKA-18S 

 


