
About the IRIS ĕ 
 

The Iris was designed by Atlantic Research Corporation 

and was transferred to NASA. The first flight was July 

22, 1960 at Wallops Island, Virginia. It was designed to 

loft 100 pounds to an altitude of 200 miles. It was flown 

with a booster consisting of a cluster of seven very short 

burn motors that dropped off before the tower was 

cleared. Of the  four flights between 1960 -1962, only the 

first two were fully successful. At least six more flights 

used the Iris as an upper stage in a joint Navy -Lawrence 

Livermore National Laboratory project named Hydra Iris, 

that used three Sparrow motors as the booster and was 

launched from under water.  
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About  Semroc  
Astronautics Corporation  

 

Semroc Astronautics Corporation was started by Carl 

McLawhorn in his college dorm at North Carolina State 

University in November, 1967. Convincing a small group 

of investors in his home town of Ayden, North Carolina 

to invest in a small corporation, the company was re -

incorporated as Semroc Astronautics Corporation on 

December 31, 1969.  
 

Semroc produced a full line of model rocket kits and 

engines. At its peak, Semroc had twenty -five full time 

employees working at two facilities. One was for re-

search and development, printing, shipping, and admini-

stration. The other was outside town and handled all 

production and model rocket engine manufacturing. For 

several years, Semroc was successful selling model 

rocket kits, supplies, and engines by mail -order and in 

hobby shops. In early 1971, Semroc became insolvent 

and had to close its doors.  
 

After 31 years of dreams and preparations, Semroc As-

tronautics Corporation was reincorporated on April 2, 

2002 with a strong commitment to helping put the fun 

back into model rocketry.  
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IRIS ĕ 

Kit  No.  KD-4  

Specifications  
Body Diameter  1.17ò (3.0 cm) 
Length  23.8ò (60.4 cm) 
Fin Span  4.7ò  (11.9 cm) 
Net Weight  1.3 oz. (36.9 g) 

Engine    Approx. Altitude  
A8-3       200ô 
B6-4       450ô 
C6-5       950ô 

PARACHUTE RECOVERY  

1/10 SEMI - SCALE 
MODEL  
 
ALMOST 2 FEET  
TALL 
 
EASY TO BUILD  
& FUN TO FLY  

About Deci - Scale  ĕ 
 

�0�A�I�N�K�?�†�O�� �J�A�S���H�E�J�A�� �K�B�� �!�A�?�E-Scaleĕ models includes 1/10 

(deci) scale kits of many of the early sounding rockets. 

The Deci -Scaleĕ kits are intended to be fun to build, 

providing the beginning average modeler with all the 

parts needed to build a reasonably close scale model. 

An advanced scale modeler will find the included parts 

are very close to the exact scale that are needed for 

much closer models.  
 

The Deci -scaleĕ line was inspired by G. Harry Stine who 

�O�=�E�@�
���<�P�D�A���>�A�O�P���>�A�C�E�J�J�A�N�†�O���O�?�=�H�A���I�K�@�A�H���&�†�R�A���A�R�A�N���B�K�Q�J�@���E�O��
the Thiokol -�+���0���� �&���.���0���6�� �1�K�I�=�D�=�S�G���‡�� �%�A�� �@�A�O�E�C�J�A�@�� �=��
1/10 scale model for Centuri Engineering Company that 

was very popular and sold for many years. As he and 

others have found, 1/10 scale is almost perfect for many 

of the favorite rockets and missiles of the early days of 

space flight.  


